
KKeeeepp  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  cclleeaann,, you will find this less of a
chore if you clean it regularly, rather than wait until the
end of the hire period.
When not in use, ssttoorree  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ssoommeewwhheerree
cclleeaann,,  ddrryy  aanndd  ssaaffee  from thieves.

IIff  uussiinngg  aa  mmaannuuaall  ttyyppee  uunniitt,,  rreelleeaassee  tthhee  wwiinngg  nnuutt  oonn  tthhee
ccrraacckk  hhaannddllee  aanndd  cclloossee  iitt  eennssuurriinngg  yyoouu  rree--ttiigghhtteenn  tthhee
wwiinngg  nnuutt  sseeccuurreellyy..  PPuusshh  iinn  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  lleegg,,  tthheenn
lloowweerr  tthhee  hhaannddllee  ffuullllyy..
IIff  uussiinngg  aa  HHyyddrraauulliicc  uunniitt,,  iinnsseerrtt  tthhee  ppuummpp  hhaannddllee  oovveerr
tthhee  rraammss  rreelleeaassee  vvaallvvee,,  ttuurrnn  11//44  aannttii--cclloocckkwwiissee  aanndd
aallllooww  tthhee  rraamm  ttoo  ffuullllyy  cclloossee  bbeeffoorree  rree--ttiigghhtteenniinngg  tthhee
vvaallvvee..  PPllaaccee  tthhee  hhaannddllee  iinn  iittss  ttrraannssppoorrtt  hhoollsstteerr..
AAllll  tthhaatt  rreemmaaiinnss  iiss  ttoo  ggiivvee  tthhee  uunniitt  aa  ffiinnaall  cclleeaann  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr
rreettuurrnn  to your local HSS Hire.
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…any comments?
If you have any suggestions to enable us to improve the

information within this guide please e-mail your comments or
write to the Safety Guide Manager at the address beloww 

e-mail: safety@hss.com

... have you been trained
The law  requires that personnel using this type of equipment in

the workplace must be competent and qualified to do so.
Training is available at HSS Training 

0845 766 7799



FFoorr  aaddvviiccee on the safety and suitability of this
equipment ccoonnttaacctt  yyoouurr  llooccaall  HHSSSS  HHiirree..
TThhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  uusseedd  bbyy  aann  aabbllee  bbooddiieedd,,
ccoommppeetteenntt  aadduulltt  who has read and understood these
instructions. Anyone with either a temporary or
permanent disability, should seek expert advice before
using it.
KKeeeepp  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanniimmaallss  aanndd  bbyyssttaannddeerrss  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee
wwoorrkk  aarreeaa..

NNeevveerr  uussee  tthhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  iillll,,  ffeeeelliinngg
ttiirreedd,,  oorr  uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  aallccoohhooll  oorr

ddrruuggss..

SSaaffeettyy  GGoogggglleess  MMUUSSTT  bbee  wwoorrnn  bbyy  eevveerryyoonnee  iinn  tthhee
wwoorrkk  aarreeaa..

WWeeaarr  pprraaccttiiccaall,,  pprrootteeccttiivvee  ccllootthhiinngg,,  gglloovveess
aanndd  ffoooottwweeaarr.. Avoid loose garments and

jewellery that could get in the way, tie back long hair.

TThhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  iiss  hheeaavvyy,, never attempt to lift a
splitter on your own, always get help.

NNeevveerr  ppllaaccee  yyoouurr  hhaannddss  oorr  ffeeeett  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ccuutttteerrss..
KKeeeepp  tthhee  wwoorrkk  aarreeaa  cclleeaarr  ooff  ooffff  ccuuttss  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess..
CChheecckk  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  bbeeffoorree  uussee.. If it
shows signs of damage or excessive wear, return it to
your local HSS Hire.

CChhoooossee  aann  aarreeaa  ttoo  ssiittee  tthhee  sspplliitttteerr  which is both close to
the work and the supply of blocks / slabs.
Ideally tthhee  ggrroouunndd  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ffiirrmm  aanndd  lleevveell,, with
enough room around the splitter for you to work.
HHaavvee  aa  ccoonnttaaiinneerr  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  ppuutt  aannyy  uunnwwaanntteedd  ooffff  ccuuttss
iinn,, this will help to keep the area tidy and safe.
IIff  uussiinngg  aa  mmaannuuaall  ttyyppee  uunniitt......
PPuullll  oouutt  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  lleegg..  TThheenn  rreelleeaassee  tthhee  wwiinngg  nnuutt  oonn
tthhee  ccrraacckk  hhaannddllee  aanndd  eexxtteenndd  iitt  ensuring you re-tighten
the wing nut securely. Now rraaiissee  tthhee  hhaannddllee  ttoo  ooppeenn
tthhee  jjaawwss  ffuullllyy..

Iff  uussiinngg  aa  HHyyddrraauulliicc  uunniitt......
IInnsseerrtt  tthhee  ppuummpp  hhaannddllee  oovveerr  tthhee  rraammss  rreelleeaassee  vvaallvvee,,  ttuurrnn
11//44  aannttii--cclloocckkwwiissee  aanndd  aallllooww  tthhee  rraamm  ttoo  ffuullllyy  cclloossee
bbeeffoorree  rree--ttiigghhtteenniinngg  tthhee  vvaallvvee..

GETTING STARTED

GENERAL SAFETY

Whatever you are splitting, tthhee  jjaawwss  ooff  tthhee  uunniitt  mmuusstt  bbee
aaddjjuusstteedd  ttoo  aann  ooppeenniinngg  aapppprrooxx..  33mmmm  llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  tthhee
bblloocckk  //  ssllaabb  tthhiicckknneessss..

To do this, ppllaaccee  tthhee  iitteemm  ttoo  bbee  sspplliitt  cceennttrraall  ttoo  tthhee
ccuutttteerrss  jjaawwss..  TTuurrnn  tthhee  aaddjjuusstteerr  hhaannddllee  //  kknnoobb  cclloocckkwwiissee
ttoo  lloowweerr and anti-clockwise to raise.
Once adjusted, mmaakkee  aa  tteesstt  ccuutt  with the block / slab
between the cutters.
WWiitthh  tthhee  mmaannuuaall  mmooddeell,,  ffiirrmmllyy  lloowweerr  tthhee  hhaannddllee  until
the block / slab splits. TThheenn  rraaiissee  tthhee  hhaannddllee  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr
tthhee  nneexxtt  ccuutt..
WWiitthh  tthhee  hhyyddrraauulliicc  mmooddeell,,  ppuummpp  tthhee  hhaannddllee  up and
down until the block / slab splits. TThheenn  iinnsseerrtt  tthhee  ppuummpp
hhaannddllee  oovveerr  tthhee  rraammss  rreelleeaassee  vvaallvvee,,  ttuurrnn  11//44  aannttii--
cclloocckkwwiissee  aanndd  aallllooww  tthhee  rraamm  ttoo  ffuullllyy  cclloossee  bbeeffoorree  rree--
ttiigghhtteenniinngg  tthhee  vvaallvvee..
IIff  tthhee  ccuutt  iiss  ccoorrrreecctt,,  yyoouu  ccaann  ssttaarrtt  ttoo  sspplliitt  
aass  nneecceessssaarryy..

NNeevveerr  ppuusshh  tthhee  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  bbeeyyoonndd  iittss  ddeessiiggnn  lliimmiittss..  If it
will not do what you want with reasonable ease,
assume you have the wrong tool for the job. Contact
your local HSS Hire for advice.
KKeeeepp  tthhee  hhyyddrraauulliicc  uunniitt  uupprriigghhtt  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess,, if it should
tip over, clear up any oil spillage’s and contact your
local HSS Hire for advice. DDOO  NNOOTT  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  rreeffiillll  tthhee
rraammss  ooiill  rreesseerrvvooiirr..

EQUIPMENT CARE

BASIC TECHNIQUES

Model Max. Thickness Max. Width 

Slab/Hydraulic 235mm 650mm
Slab/Manual 230mm 490mm
Block/Manual 100mm 335mm

Crack
Handle

Jaw Height
Adjuster Knob

Jaw
Extension

Leg

Wing
Nut

Manual Model



Pe
Petrol

Di
Diesel

Ro
Read OPS Guide

Ou
Outdoor Use only

Hl
Heavy Lifting

Cd
Check Oil daily

Cc
Cleaning Charge

Rc
Repair Charge

Know Your Symbols

Correct PPE
must be worn

General use PPE / Warning

Fuel and Supply Types

Safe Procedures

Return Responsibility

Clearly marked minimum PPE
will be visible on all equipment,

All hirers must understand and
respect the safe procedures

of all equipment.

It is the responsibility of the hirer
to maintain and return the

equipment in a clean condition
and good working order.

Charges apply to equipment
returned dirty and damaged.

HSS have created clear Icons to inform the hirer of 
their responsibilities towards the safe use of hire equipment.

These are designed to reduce the amount of different safety 
information labels required for each product for hire.

Danger
Electric shock

2t
2 - Stroke Petrol

Cf
Check Fuel daily

Cw
Check Water daily

Ea
Must be Earthed
Class 1

Doi
Double Insulated
Class 2

21

Swl
Refer to Data Plate

SWL

V
Check Power 
Voltage Data Plate

V

Danger
Rotating blade

Danger
Hot exhaust

HAV
Hand Arm Vibration

Caution
Abrasive Wheel

Caution
Finger trap

El
Electric

Electrical Safety

Safe wiring procedures. Enl
Earth Live Neutral
Wire Coding

E
N
L

!
PPE

Bc
Battery Care

Sh
Safe Height
Working
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These are designed to reduce the amount of different safety
information labels required for each product for hire.
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